Is The church of Christ A Denomination?

The Bible shows that the Lord’s church is not a denomination. If it does become a

denomination, it is a sinful thing and it has no right to exist in that form.

The New Testament teaches that the Lord’s church is made up of everyone in the world who
believes in Jesus as God’s Son, who repents of his sins, who confesses his faith in Jesus, and who then
is immersed into Jesus in order to wash away his sins. Every person who does those things and
commits to follow Jesus is added to the church, as it is explained in Acts 2:37-47. The church of Jesus

Christ is, simply, the body of the saved.

The book of Acts shows that there were groups of such disciples in many different places; in
each place the Christians were known as the church in that place: the church in Corinth (1Corinthians
1:1-2), the church in Thessalonica (1Thessalonians 1:1), the churches in the province of Galatia
(Galatians 1:1-2), etc. Everywhere baptized believers lived, they were known as the church of Christ

in that place, Romans 16:16.

In the beginning, there was no such thing as a denomination. Every church in the various places
looked, worshipped, worked, taught, and practiced the same things. They were united as one church
(Ephesians 4:4), and the Lord strongly prohibited them to divide into different, denominational groups.
In 1 Corinthians 1:10-13 the church in Corinth was severely rebuked because they were violating this
unity. Itsays: | appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree,
and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same
judgment. For it has been reported to me by Chloe's people that there is quarreling among you, my
brothers. What | mean is that each one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I
follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” 1s Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were

you baptized in the name of Paul?

Denominationalism came about in the 15"-16" centuries as an protest against Catholicism. It is
not a product of New Testament teaching; it is a violation of it. In every place, disciples of Jesus
should unite in doing Bible things in Bible ways, teaching and practicing only what is found in the

gospel as it originally was given to us.



¢La lglesia de Cristo Es Una Denominacion?

La Biblia muestra que la iglesia de Cristo no es una denominacion. Si se convierte en una
denominacion, es algo pecaminoso y no tiene ninguna autoridad para ser reconocida como iglesia del
Serfior. EI Nuevo Testamento ensefia que la iglesia del Sefior estd compuesta por todos los que creen en
Jesus como el Hijo de Dios, que se arrepienten de sus pecados, que confiesan su fe en Jesus, y que
luego se sumergen en las aguas del bautismo para lavar sus pecados. Toda persona que hace esas cosas
y se compromete a seguir a Jesus es afiadida a la iglesia, como se explica en Hechos 2:37-47. La

iglesia de Jesucristo es, simplemente, el cuerpo de todos los salvos.

El libro de los Hechos muestra que habia grupos de tales discipulos en muchos lugares
diferentes; en cada lugar los cristianos eran conocidos como la iglesia en ese lugar: la iglesia en Corinto
(1 Corintios 1:1-2), la iglesia en Tesalonica (1 Tesalonicenses 1:1), las iglesias en la provincia de
Galacia (Galatas 1:1 -2), etc. En todas partes donde vivian creyentes bautizados, eran conocidos como

la iglesia de Cristo en ese lugar, Romanos 16:16.

Al principio, no habia tal cosa como una denominacion. Todas las iglesias en los diversos lugares
adoraban, trabajaban, ensefiaban, y practicaban las mismas cosas. Estaban unidos como una sola iglesia
(Efesios 4:4), y el Sefior les prohibio fuertemente dividirse en diferentes grupos denominacionales. En 1
Corintios 1:10-13, la iglesia de Corinto fue severamente reprendida porque estaba violando esta unidad.
Dice: Os ruego, hermanos, por el nombre de nuestro Sefior Jesucristo, que todos 0s pongais de acuerdo,
y que no haya divisiones entre vosotros, sino que estéis enteramente unidos en un mismo sentir y en un
mismo parecer. Porque he sido informado acerca de vosotros, hermanos mios, por los de Cloé, que hay
contiendas entre vosotros. Me refiero a que cada uno de vosotros dice: Yo soy de Pablo, yo de Apolos,
yo de Cefas, yo de Cristo. ¢Esta dividido Cristo? ¢Acaso fue Pablo crucificado por vosotros? ¢ O fuisteis

bautizados en el nombre de Pablo?

El denominacionalismo surgio en los siglos XV y XVI como una protesta contra el catolicismo. No
es un producto de la ensefianza del Nuevo Testamento; es una violacion de ella. En todo lugar, los
discipulos de Jesus deben unirse para hacer las cosas biblicas a la manera biblica, ensefiando y

practicando solo lo que se encuentra en el evangelio tal como nos fue dado originalmente.



