Is Anybody There? Does Anybody Care?

We wonder about those two questions when all appeals to people to stop and really look
at the Word of God seem to go unanswered. Does it matter that the Bible has been taken apart
and rewritten in various church creed books, so that it seems that God says: believe and
practice anything you please, whatever makes you feel good? Does it matter that what the
world calls “Christianity” is nothing but mass religious confusion? Does it matter that the
world confuses the Lord’s church with a high powered, charismatic, all-inclusive religious

Institution or organization?

When Jesus said: on this rock (His identity as the Son of God) I will build my church,
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it (Matthew 16:18), He was not talking about
simply any kind of religious group. He was speaking of one world-wide family of obedient
followers. Every Christian (i.e., everyone who became a Christian by doing what Jesus teaches
us to do in order to rightly be called a Christian) is a member of that one family. His church is
nothing more than His own group of faithful disciples; it is not a collection of different religious

groups.

His church is a collection of all individual Christians all over the world. The only
organization Jesus gave to His church was for each local group of Christians to appoint elders
(also called pastors, bishops, shepherds) over each local group of disciples, and deacons to help
with whatever service was needed within each local church. That’s it, nothing more...no

hierarchy.

How can Jesus be the author of confusion? When we see hundreds of warring, divisive
denominations, all different and contradictory in teaching and practice yet all claiming to be
faithful to Jesus, it’s no wonder the world confuses Christianity with religious insanity. The

modern idea of who is a “Christian” is far removed from what the Bible actually teaches.

Read and study your Bible; don’t take another person’s word for what it teaches. After
all, each of us will have to answer to the Lord for our own obedience to Him. Every plant

which my Father has planted shall be rooted up (Matthew 15:13).



¢Hay Alguien Ahi? ¢A Alguien le Importa?

Nos preguntamos sobre eso a veces, cuando todos los llamamientos para que se detengan
y realmente miren la Palabra de Dios, parecen quedar sin respuesta. ¢Importa que la Biblia haya
sido desarmada y reescrita en varios libros de credos de iglesias, de modo que parece que Dios
dice: cree y practica lo que quieras, lo que te haga sentir bien? ¢Importa que lo que el mundo
llama el “cristianismo” no sea mas que confusion religiosa masiva? ;Importa que el mundo
confunda a la iglesia del Sefior con una institucion u organizacion religiosa poderosa,

carismatica, y todo-inclusiva?

Cuando Jesus dijo: sobre esta roca (su identidad como Hijo de Dios) edificaré mi iglesia;
y las puertas del Hades no prevaleceran contra ella (Mateo 16:18), no estaba hablando
simplemente de cualquier tipo de grupo religioso. Estaba hablando de una familia mundial de
seguidores obedientes. Todo cristiano (es decir, todo aquel que se convirtié en cristiano por
hacer lo que Jesus nos ensefia a hacer para ser correctamente llamados cristianos) es miembro
de esa Unica familia. Su iglesia no es mas que Su propio grupo de discipulos fieles; no es una

coleccion de diferentes grupos religiosos.

Su iglesia es una coleccion de todos los cristianos individuales de todo el mundo. La
unica organizacion que Jesus le dio a su iglesia fue que cada grupo local de cristianos nombrara
ancianos (también llamados pastores, obispos, pastores) sobre cada grupo local de discipulos y
diaconos para ayudar con cualquier servicio que fuera necesario dentro de cada iglesia local.

Eso es todo, nada maés... sin jerarquia.

¢ Como puede Jesus ser el autor de la confusion? Cuando vemos cientos de
denominaciones divididas, todas diferentes y contradictorias en la ensefianza y la préactica, pero
que afirman ser fieles a Jesus, no es de sorprendernos que el mundo confunda el cristianismo
con la locura religiosa. La idea moderna de quién es un “cristiano” estad muy alejada de lo que la
Biblia realmente ensefia. Leay estudie su Biblia; no tome la palabra de otra persona por lo que
ensefia. Después de todo, cada uno de nosotros tendra que responder ante el Sefior por nuestra
propia obediencia a El. Mateo 15:13....Toda planta que no planté mi Padre celestial, sera

desarraigada.



