Evidence + Reason = Faith

One does not have faith “in spite of no evidence,” but BECAUSE of evidence. He who
believes something just because he “should” believe it, but who has no rational or logical basis
for that belief, is not to be respected for that. God gave us rational minds and He expects us to
use them in shaping all our thoughts and decision, including those about Himself and His Son,

Jesus Christ.

All sound decisions are made after carefully considering all available evidence and
logically deciding whether that evidence makes it more reasonable to believe it than not to
believe it. God does not ask us to believe in Him “just because we should.” He has given us
unmistakable evidences of His existence and power throughout the universe. And He expects
us to reason upon that evidence and then conclude whether or not it is rational to have faith in

Him as our Supreme Being.

That is His argument in Romans 1:18-22: For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the
truth. For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to

them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been
clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So
they are without excuse. For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give
thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were

darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools.

When John wrote his gospel, it was to convince men, on a rational basis, that Jesus is
God’s Son. Thus, he tells us (20:30-31) that he wrote about some specific miracles Jesus

performed in order to convince us, on the basis of that evidence, to believe in Jesus.

Faith in God is not just blind acceptance of ideas that have no rational, logical basis. On
the contrary, genuine and solid faith is not possible on any basis other than an honest
consideration of the evidence presented. Faith on any other basis is empty and useless.



Evidencia + Raz6n + la Fe

Uno no obtiene la fe a pesar de que no hay evidencia, sino POR LA evidencia. El que
cree algo simplemente porque deberia creerlo, pero sin una base racional o logica para esa
creencia, no debe ser respetado por eso. Dios nos dio mentes racionales y espera que las usemos
para dar forma a todos nuestros pensamientos y decisiones, incluidos aquellos sobre El y Su

Hijo, Jesucristo.

Todas las decisiones acertadas se toman después de considerar cuidadosamente toda la
evidencia disponible y decidir l6gicamente si esa evidencia hace que sea mas razonable creerla
que no creerla. Dios no nos pide que creamos en El solo porque debemos hacerlo. El nos ha
dado evidencias inequivocas de Su existencia y Poder en todo el universo. Y El espera que
razonemos sobre esa evidencia y luego concluyamos si es o no es racional tener fe en EI como

nuestro Ser Supremo.

Ese es Su argumento en Romanos 1:18-22: Porque la ira de Dios se revela desde el cielo
contra toda impiedad e injusticia de los hombres, que con injusticia restringen la

verdad; porque lo que se conoce acerca de Dios es evidente dentro de ellos, pues Dios se lo
hizo evidente. Porque desde la creacion del mundo, sus atributos invisibles, su eterno poder y
divinidad, se han visto con toda claridad, siendo entendidos por medio de lo creado, de manera
gue no tienen excusa. Pues aungue conocian a Dios, no le honraron como a Dios ni le dieron
gracias, sino que se hicieron vanos en sus razonamientos y su necio corazén fue

entenebrecido. Profesando ser sabios, se volvieron necios.

Cuando Juan escribi6 su evangelio, fue para convencer a los hombres, sobre una base
racional, de que Jesus es el Hijo de Dios. Por lo tanto, nos dice (20:30-31) que escribid sobre
algunos milagros especificos que Jesus hizo para convencernos, sobre la base de esa evidencia,
de creer en JesUs. Entonces, la fe en Dios no es solo la aceptacion ciega de ideas que no tienen
una base ldgica y racional. Por el contrario, la fe genuina y solida no es posible sobre otra base
que no sea una consideracion honesta de la evidencia presentada. La fe sobre cualquier otra

base es vacia e inutil.



